
Documents required

	� A certified copy of your secondary education diploma
	� A certified copy of your transcripts (list of subjects and results obtained)
	� A copy of your Belgian identity card, or a birth certificate
	� The application form
	� Any evidence of your access to higher education (if non-EU diploma)
	� If your goal is professional, a job seeking certificate (Actiris, Forem, VDAB) 
	� Original proof of payment 

 
Document format : paper

Certified copy
	� Certified copies may be produced either at the administration of your municipality, or at the 
FWB Equivalence department (by appointment): 02 690 86 86.

	� For minors (under-18s), certified copies may also be produced by the school.
	� A certified copy from abroad must include either the apostille, or legalisation from the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs and from the Belgian Embassy/Consulate

Documents missing to your file ?

If you do not have all the required documents, the FWB may accept your application (motivation letter required), 
under the condition that you have a refugee status, subsidiary or temporary protection or an ongoing asylum 
procedure.

Languages accepted 

If the original documents are in French, Dutch, English, German, Spanish, Italian or Portuguese, you do not need 
to have them translated. 

If the originals are in another language, you must provide a sworn translation, in French, of the diploma, the 
transcripts and the identity document (as well as an official document, if appropriate, indicating a change of 
name, e.g.: marriage).

	� For sworn translators in Belgium, see : https://traducteur-jure-belge.be/
	� A sworn translation from abroad must include either the apostille, or legalisation from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and from the Belgian Embassy/Consulate. 

Procedure fee

€150 : degrees from OECD listed countries
€400 : degrees from other countries   Free of charge for holders of temporary protection from Ukraine.
This fee does not include the cost of sworn translations, certified copies and any other required expense.

DIPLOMA RECOGNITION

Service Travail, Équivalences et Formations (TEF) du CIRÉ

Recognition of completed secondary education diploma 
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https://form-equivalences.cfwb.be/equivalences-form/?no_cache=1
https://traducteur-jure-belge.be/
https://www.oecd.org/fr/topics/sub-issues/oda-eligibility-and-conditions/dac-list-of-oda-recipients.html


How to submit your application

Your application must be submitted by registered mail to the following address :
Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles (FWB)
Service Equivalences pour l’enseignement obligatoire
Rue Adolphe Lavallée 1
B-1080 Bruxelles

Specific closing date

If you plan to begin higher studies in a university or college in the FWB (Belgium), you must apply by 15 July at the 
latest, before your studies begin (that is, by July 15th 2023 to start in September 2023).

Comments
The original documents are required for studies carried out in: Cameroon, China, Guinea, 
Morocco, DRCongo, Rwanda, Senegal.
You can then retrieve your original documents by appointment on site, or by making a request 
by registered mail (with a copy of your identity document).

What can this diploma recognition be used for?

The CESS  recognition from the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles (FWB) is in principle required to begin higher studies. 
It may also be useful to find a job or to be admitted to some vocational training. If your intention is to start higher 
studies in the FWB, your application for diploma recognition must be submitted to the FWB.

To contact the FWB 

Contact : equi.oblig@cfwb.be
Website : www.equivalences.cfwb.be

CIRÉ – hotline for diploma recognition : +32 2 629 77 07 - cire.be

CIRÉ – email for TEF department [work permit, diploma recognition, access to education] : tef@cire.be

mydiploma.be

More information

Éditrice responsable : Sotieta Ngo  
CIRÉ asbl, rue du Vivier 80-82, B-1050 BruxellesAvec le soutien de et de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles 
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